
Classroom Accommodations


· Environmental Support

· Change the physical environment

· A child has difficulty with putting toys and equipment away

· Use pictures or symbols on shelves and containers. Make clean up a matching game

· Change the social environment

· Child has no play partners

· Arrange for small groups (3 children) to play in a center area with materials that facilitate interaction (e.g. play house, blocks).

· Change the temporal environment

· Child has difficulty with making transitions.

· Just before transition, provide the child with a picture or object that represents the area or activity that the child should go to next. The child could even take the picture or object to the next area with him or her.
· Materials Accommodations

· Put materials at best level for the child.

· Stabilize materials using tape, Velcro, nonskid backing.

· If the skill or response required by the toy is too difficult (e.g. turning the pages of a book), modify the response (e.g. glue a small piece of Styrofoam to the page for easier turning).

· Make materials larger to brighter to attract the child’s attention and keep interest.

· Simplify the Activity

· Break down the task into smaller steps.

· When playing with manipulative toys, such as blocks, beads, puzzles, a child is easily distracted by the pieces and scatters them instead of using them appropriately.

· Hand the pieces to the child one at a time. Gradually increase the number of items the child can handle.

· Change or reduce the number of steps

· The soap dispenser is on the wall and requires that the child reach across the sink and make an upward motion with the hand. The child cannot reach the dispenser.

· Use a plastic bottle with a pump top as a dispenser. Attach to the sink with a suction cup.

· Break down a complicated task into its parts and have the child finish with success.

· A child gets mixed up when trying to sort the placemat, dishes, wastepaper, and scraps after snack.

· Help the child do each step of the clean-up process until you get to the last step. Have the child do this step alone. Gradually increase the number of steps that the child does independently.

· Use Child Preferences

· Let the child hold a favorite quiet toy during circle, transitions, nap

· Incorporate the child’s favorite activity or toy into a specific area or activity.

· A child does not readily come to circle time or other large group activity.

· Begin circle time with a favorite activity, such as blowing bubbles or favorite song.

· Incorporate the child’s favorite person into a specific area or activity

· A child has difficulty returning to the classroom after outdoor play.

· Have the child’s favorite person tell the child when outdoor play is over, then tell the child that he or she will see the child inside.

· Special Equipment

· Use special equipment to increase access to activities and play areas.

· A child who uses a wheelchair or walker is not able to get near enough to the sensory table to participate.

· Place the table on the floor or make an individual lap table.

· Use special equipment to increase participation

· A child doesn’t have enough strength to cut with scissors.

· Use loop scissors.

· Adult Support

· Model another way to play or a way to expand on the child’s play or other behavior.
· You provide thematic props in the dramatic play area, but the child does not incorporate them in play.
· Use the props in play, talking about what you are doing.
· Take photos of children using the materials and post them in the play area. Talk about the pictures to the children in the area.
· Join the child’s play.
· A child plays eagerly and enthusiastically but is often on the verge of losing control.
· Go to the same play area as the child while his or her play is appropriate. Try to slow the pace, redirect, or give a gentle touch before the child’s behavior escalates.
· Peer Support

· Pair the child with another child who can act as a helper.
· Have peers use praise and encouragement.
· Invisible Support

· Sequence turns to increase the likelihood of the child’s participation
· The child’s hand strength is such that he or she has difficulty during cooking or snack activities that involve scooping.
· Let the child take her turn after the mixture is partially stirred, scoop the ice cream when it’s a little softer, etc.
· Sequence activities within an activity or learning center.
· A child needs more practice on a gross motor skill such as walking on a balance beam.
· Use this skill in an obstacle course. Let each child ring a bell/hit a gong after walking over the beam.
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